Food4Families RISK ASSESSMENT

Project name Amersham Road   
Date 26/02/21


Review Date 25/01/22
	Possible hazard
	how might be harmed 
	Evaluate risk / precautions needed
	Review assessment

	
	
	
	likelihood
	severity
	risk rating

	Manual handling issues 
	Injury due to strain of lifting e.g. carrying bags of compost 
	May strain muscles. Make sure individual knows how to lift correctly, part of tool induction checklist. Ensure weight of bags appropriate for person carrying.
	3
	2
	LR

	Trip hazards from equipment and uneven ground
	Injury due to tripping over poorly stored equipment or uneven/slippy ground.


	A walk through of the site prior to the session will identify any areas of uneven ground that participants need to be made aware of. All tools and equipment to be stored tidily away when not in use in an area of the garden designated by the F4F garden tutor. Individuals will be made aware of hazard as part of the tool induction and advised to wear suitable footwear. 
	3


	2


	LR



	
	
	The site poses a moderate risk of trip hazards for children. All children to be advised not to run around on hogging paths, or raised bed areas, re-directed onto the grass for running around.
	4
	2
	MR

	Injury due to misuse of tools
	Tools not used properly.

Tools not stored away safely.

Tools hazardous due to neglect
	Users trained in the proper, tool induction. All tools and equipment to be stored tidily away when not in use. Tools are regularly maintained. Garden Tutor trained in basic first aid. First aid box on site.
	2
	2
	LR

	Foreign objects discovered on site
	Cuts from buried glass/sharp objects
	Users aware of dangers and what to do if discovered as part of induction. Wear gloves. Garden tutor walk site prior to a session collecting any visible glass etc 
	3
	2
	LR

	Handling /eating of harmful plants. 
	Contact with skin or ingestion
	Users aware of dangers as part of induction. Safety poster on display where possible. Participants encouraged to wash hands thoroughly before eating or drinking. Emergency phone number displayed where possible. 
Garden Tutor trained in basic first aid
	2
	3
	LR

	Cuts, falls, splinters, eye injuries
	From tripping on or handling bedding boarders, posts, bean poles
	Users aware of dangers as part of induction. Wear gloves. Ensure or canes at eye level or below have appropriate ends.
Training wire round the pergola is difficult to see, easy to walk into. Brightly coloured wool was tied onto it to make it more visible, seating has been placed around the inside of the wired area to reduce the risk of accident. 
	3


	2


	LR



	
	
	The medium risk is associated with Children who have a higher incidence of cuts, falls and tripping over. 
	4
	2
	MR

	Disease risk


	Risk of contracting disease e.g. Weil’s disease from contaminated water,  

Tetanus- from soil/manure


	Advise participants as part of induction. Only drink water from the tap. Encourage to wear gloves when digging, or touching soil or manure. Ensure everyone wash hands before eating/smoking etc. 
	2
	5
	MR

	Water Butts & Hoses 
	Water borne bacteria 

Legionella and other infections 
	Wash hands after using water from the butts, but prevent splashing on face. 

Don’t use water stored in stagnant storage tanks that are full of debris/algae or at temperature of 20-45oC

Water butts to be kept in cool position where possible 

Empty water out of full hoses after use or run through for one minute before use. (NB Full hoses left in sun or warm conditions may breed micro-organisms such as Legionella) 

Hoses should not be stored in warm place eg greenhouse 

Hose pipes should be coiled/ rolled up after use and not left lying out
	2
	3
	LR

	Coronavirus
	Possibility of contracting Coronavirus through participating in activities on the site
	See separate risk assessment with mitigating actions
	5
	3
	MR

	Stove
	Burns from mishandling or upsetting boiling liquids
	Only tutors or inducted gardeners allowed to use stove

Clear instructions on how to use safely

Appropriate signage warning of dangers

Fire blanket to hand
	3
	2
	LR

	Extreme weather

	Sunburn from over exposure to the sun.

Dehydration
Hypothermia
	Participants advised to wear appropriate clothing and hats., and use sun lotion. Regular breaks for water in a shaded environment. 
Lots of layers in cold weather, watch for symptoms and take inside to warm up.
	4
	1
	LR

	Lone working
	Personal injury on site while working alone, due to accident or incident involving a known/unknown other
	If people are at the allotment on their own, they are advised to let people know where they are going and at what time they are due back. Individuals are advised to carry a mobile phone with them, and shut the gate when inside the garden alone. 

Tutor has personnel alarm
	1
	3
	LR


Low Risk (LR) Medium Risk (MR) High Risk (HR) Personal fitness will be assessed with each individual

Name and Signature of F4F representative: 



Date: 

Risk Rating

The severity of the harm X the likelihood of it happening

Likelihood

1 = A highly improbable occurrence (not known) 

2 = A remotely possible (may have happened)

3 = An occasional occurrence (known)

4 = A frequent occurrence (happens)

5 = A frequent and regular occurrence

6 = Almost a certainty (immediate ACTION to prevent a disaster)

1-6

Low Risk

Keep assessment under review

8-12 Medium Risk

Put in place effective control measures and monitor

Severity

1 = Negligible injuries/illness

2 = Minor injury/illness/damage

3 = Major injury/illness/damage (RIDDOR?)

4 = Single fatality/serious illness/damage

5 = Multiple fatality /very serious illness

6 = Multiple fatalities

15 – 36
High Risk

Review procedure and ensure control measures are in place and are working effectively. Consider alternative methods of work

